
FIRST VISION SECOND VISION THIRD VISION

SCENE 1-5 – Seals 1-5 (6:1-11) SCENE 1-5 – Trumpets 1-5 (8:6 – 9:12) SCENE 1-5 – Bowls 1-5 (15:1 – 16:11)

SCENE 6 – Sixth Seal (6:12-17) SCENE 6 – Sixth Trumpet (9:13-21) SCENE 6 – Sixth Bowl (16:12-16)

(End of this World) (NO Battle Scene) (The Great Battle)      (The Battle of Armageddon)

The Interlude: Comfort and The Interlude: The Church in Mission and                 SCENE 7 – Seventh Bowl (16:17-21)

and Protection of the Church (7:1-17) God’s Protection (10:1-11:14) (End of this World)

SCENE 7 – Seventh Seal (8:1-5) SCENE 7 – Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19)

(Introduces the Second Vision)    (End of this World)

The Interregnum
(Chapters 12-14)

THE SEVEN-FOLD VISIONS 
(6:1 – 16:21)

















“Filled it [the censer] with fire from the altar and 
hurled it on the earth.”

-- Again, as we saw in 4:5, the 
lightings and thundering echo 
God’s presence as at Sinai, and 
further, in the Book of Revelation, 
they always indicates an important 
event is taking place in the 
heavenly Temple. 









“and something like a great 
mountain burning with fire was 
cast into the sea...” With this 
plague, a third of the seas’ 
creatures and ships are 
destroyed. That is, a third of 
man’s commercial activity upon 
the seas, as well as human life, is 
affected. With the seas turning 
blood red (first plague upon 
Egypt), this symbolizes that this 
maritime plague will bring death 
and destruction on an epic scale.







V.12 -- The Fourth Trumpet-Angel -- Darkness, when a 
third of the sun, moon, and stars are blotted out. Whatever 
this plague of the heavenly bodies implies and entails, it is a part 
of the total picture of what the first four trumpet-angels 
introduce. All through the time period covered by the message 
of Revelation, nature and its components are being physically 
struck, and, as a result, humanity is made to suffer, even death. 
This is to display God’s anger and judgment against the 
unbeliever, for the purpose of moving them to repentance before 
its too late (cf. 9:20, 21).  It’s a visual sign before the coming of 
total darkness, when repentance will no longer be possible (cf. 
10:5-7, 11; John 9:4).



It should be noted that there are remarkable parallels between 
the plagues used by God to deliver His people from Egypt and 
these trumpets. Those plagues were specific messages to the 
Egyptians of the superiority of YAHWEH over their false, 
imaginary gods, as each plague challenged the realm over 
which one of Egypt’s ten greatest gods ruled (see the handout). 
In the symbolic language of Revelation, the first trumpet 
brought hail, fire and blood. In Egypt, the plague of hail was 
accompanied by violent lightening. The plague that turned 
water into blood made it undrinkable. With the Second 
Trumpet, the sea turned into blood. The Third Trumpet, too, 
made the waters undrinkable. The darkness of the Fourth 
Trumpet reminds us of the ninth plague on Egypt, the plague 
of darkness. 




